2:3 has said, as against M. 5:1A-C?] R. Yosé stated the following 
matter without specifying an authority, while R. Yosé bar Bun said in 
the name of R. Yohanan, “It represents the view of R. Yosé b. R. 
Judah.” “Flute playing overrides the restrictions of the Sabbath,” the 
words of R. Yosé b. R. Judah. And sages say, “It does not override the 
restrictions even of the festival day” (T. Suk. 4:14A-B).] In the view of 
those rabbis [who differ from Yosé b. R. Judah], why does the flute 
playing not override the restrictions of the Sabbath? It is because it is 
not clear [from the Scripture that there should be such a rite]. 


1:2: R. Jonah in the name of R. Ba bar Mamel: “‘You shall have a 
song as in the night when a holy feast is kept; and gladness of heart, as 
when one sets out to the sound of the flute to go to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the Rock of Israel’ (Is. 30:29). So long as the flute playing is 
practiced, the Hallel psalms are part of the custom as well.” 


1:3: Said R. Joshua b. Levi, “Why is it called bet hashshoebah [place 
of drawing]?” 


1:4: There is the following story: R. Levi and Judah bar Nahman were 
collecting two selas [a week] to gather together a congregation before 
R. Yohanan. R. Levi entered and preached, “Jonah the son of Amittai 
came from the tribe of Asher, for it is written, ‘Asher did not drive out 
the inhabitants of Akko nor the inhabitants of Sidon’ (Judges 1:31). 
“And it is written, ‘Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, 
and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed 
you’” (1 Kings 17:9). R. Yohanan went up and preached, “Jonah b. 
Amittai came from the tribe of Zebulun, for it is written, ‘The third lot 
came up for the tribe of Zebulun, according to its families. And the 
territory of its inheritance reached as far as Sarid’ (Josh. 19:10). “And 
it is written, “Thence it goes to Daberath, then up to Japhia; from there 
it passes along on the east toward the sunrise to Gath-hepher, to Eth- 
kazin, and going on to Rimmon it bends toward Neah’ (Josh. 19:13). 
“And it is written, ‘He restored the border of Israel from the entrance 
of Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the 
Lord, the God of Israel, which he spoke by his servant Jonah the son of 
Amittai, the prophet, who was from Gath-hepher’’(2 Kings 14:25). On 
another Sabbath, said R. Levi to Judah bar Nahman, ““Take these two 
selas and go, gather the congregation before R. Yohanan.” He went in 
and said before them, “Correctly did R. Yohanan teach us. His mother 
came from Asher, while his father came from Zebulun. ‘Zebulun shall 
dwell at the shore of the sea; he shall become a haven for ships, and 
his border shall be at Sidon’ (Gen. 49:13). “An offshoot that went forth 
from him was from Sidon. “And it is written, ‘He went down to 


